February 21, 1947

TO THE CONGRESS OF THE WIITED &£74%18 OF AMLRICA:

I recommend that the Congress authorize the appropria-
tion of not to exceed £350 million to assist in completing
the great task of bringing relief from the ravages of the
war to the people of the liberated countries,

The period of full scale supply operaticns by the United
Nations Relief and Rehabilitation Administration is rapidly
drawing to a close. In some of the liberated countries UNERA
will have achieved its ohjective fully, for these countries
will once again be self-supporting so far as the basle essen-
tials of 1ife are concerned, In other liberated countries,
however, this is not yet the case, Compared with what has
already been dcne, what remalns to be doente is relatively
small and 1imited in time and scope, but none-the-less vitally
important.

Cn humanitarian grounds, and in the lisht of our own
self-intercst as well, we must not leave the task unfinished.
fle cannot abandon the peoples £till in need, To do so wounld
be to replace hope with dezpalr in the hearts of these peoples
and thus to undermine the spiritual and economle stability
upon which our own hopes for a beitter world rmust rest. CGfhers
will help but sueh 1s the prepondzrance of our economlc re-
sources that success ecarnot be achieved without us, TIf e
fail to do our part, millions cf human beings will be denied
the elemental neceessities of 1ife. Their strength and re=-
cuperative powers, which have been slowly growing, will be
undermined. The time, now in sight, vhen they can once more
exist without help and make their contributions te the peace,
prosperity and progress of the world, will be indefinitely
postponed,

I recommend that this relicf assistance be given dircctly
rather than through an interna*ticnal organization, and that
our contribution be administered under United Eta%ﬁs contrel,
Intcrnational cooperation in the program and the necessary
coordination of cur relief activities with thoge of oiner
contributors can be achieved by informal consultations with
all nations concerned through the mechanism of the United
Mations and otherwise, I beliewve that our rellcf contribu-
tion should be used only for providing the basic cssentials
of 1life, such as medical supplies, food and items which will
aid in the production of foodstuffs,
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The authorization Tecommended ie designeqd 0T the
UIgEnt reliecs Needs for tpe balance of the Year. The
] 1 will ba 1ip the SPring and summer

tes, in keeping with our traditions
of immediste and Yhole-hegrteq respohze +n human neeg

has stoong in the fnrefront of those "he hawve Chegleg Ehe

Orccs of qtarvation, diseqse, suffering ang chaos which
Lthreatencg te engulr the vorld in the wake of the war,
~Ne task io Hearly finisheg ‘T2e the Congregs to act
Bromptly tp insure that

that we 4o Aot endanger the Permanence of the £ain
have helped t4 achicvye,

FARRY 5. TRumay

THE “/HITE HOUSE,

February 21, 1c47,

;-'.\ ht : '{t

A,



