31l August 1947

Hote for Mr,Soumer =

The attached tramslatiom of amx article carried by"LA VOCE
LIBERA" om its issue of August 29,1947, will give you gome
imdicatioms about a Recesslty which ig widely felt by the local
populatiom: that ig the Possibility that am orgamizatiom like
the U.S5.Relief Migsiom gould brimng am efficient comtributioa
to the battle agaimst the zmising prices of basic food items.

This posasibility has arisem im the mimdg of the citizens
after you said im your first Press Comferemce that it was the
intentior of the U,5.ielief idassiom to use tie fumds deriviag
Irom the sale of the supplies moh orly for charitable mctivities
but also to keep low tie price of space-heating coal.

That has origimated the follewing article which sXpresses
some wishes of the populatiom and algo glvea some vague indioa
tione &ma suggestions.

But there ure some poimts which come clearly out of the
article and which are worth of comgideration, siace they real-
1y express what can be comgidered a general hope. Here they are:

1. 70 USE the fumds deriviayg from the sales as a fimamoial
weapom 0 keep dowm prices of bagic food item and coal,

2. TO USE this weapon %Xm tc intervenms wherever there ias a
move lowards the imorease of certaim prices, te balumcs the possi
bly risimg costa of production and labor ¢f the main foed items.

3+ TO NAKE CURE that - gg lomg as the U,S,Relief Mission
will operate in Zome"A" and Udims - at Aeast the price of bresd =
and coal will mever be imErmxussd further ixcreased,

Amythimg done in this semse will he Ereatly appreciated
by the populstion amd the work of the U.5.Relief Migsiom will

considerably zainm im tle people's gratitudine and im Prestige
for the United States.
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lar actiom could be takem im the case of bread, Imn the same
way, the populatiom hopes that a similar actiomx will be ta-
kern t¢ avoid imcreases im the price of those supplies which,
like sugar, will mot bs ghipped to Trieste fireotly from the
United States. We thimk that if sugar will be bought im fo-
relgn coumtries its price will imcrease, perhaps redouble.

This is amother imatamce where the fumd -houﬁd intervene as in
the cese of coal.

/ "ve hope the respomesible sdthorities will de, together
with their actiom of relief, this additiomal aotiom im favour
of that greatest pert of tle populatiom which lives om its
sole work., Otherwise, the enthusiasm which welcomed the news
of the begimnimg ©of the LKelief actimvitywould tade away, amd
aleo would be lost & gooed opportunity to help &« towa which has
beer Lut in a very difficult situatiom without her will, amd
which certainmly deserves a szall compemsation,

"In his recent visit to Irieste, Gem.LEE told us he was
jroud that kis coumtry was helrimg Italy emd, particularly
Iriegte, And semercus ie the U,S.aid throu the post-UNRRA ac-
tivity; but, tc bscome really preat, its actiom must be imtel-
ligent amd must smswer th. expectatioms and the needs of the
population.”
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POST-URRRA AID AKD THE PRICE OF BREAD,

In its issue of Aug.29,1947, the Italiam mewapaper "LA
VOCE LIBERA" says editorially, commemtimg upom the mews that
the pribce of bread is goimg to be imoreased to 44 lire as
from Sept.let ,d947 :

"4e umderstamd that the post-UNRRA supplies for Iriests
cammnot be diatributed free to the populatiom, simce this would
upset the ecomomic and fimamcial situatiom of the area; we
also kmow that im the rest of Italy, the price of bread is
evem higher aad that its guality is worse thea im ‘rieste;
neverthelesas, we were sadly surprhsed whea we have learned of
the yrapsia immimeat imorease of priee,

*As matter of fact, we had thought that, simce the wheat
was bemimg given us freex of expemses, thers would have beem a
great margim to cover amy imcrease im the cost of productiom
of the bread itself,
Ve understamd that im case some part of the fumds derivimg from
the sale xm of the supplies had been diverted to ccver the
major expemses im the productiom of bread , the charitable acti-
vities, which are supposed teo get the fdmdes would have suffered,
but, simce these activities will get already from these fumds
a conasiderable aroumnt of momey, the loss would have beem little
while it would have besa better to have such loss 1mstedd tham
having another imcrease im the ever risimg cost of liviag.

“"Lverybody kmows thet whem sularies amd weges are insuf-
ficient, amy imcrease im the cost of livimg brings mew requests
from the trede umioms for new imcreages imn salaries. Se, if
the Relief activities im Trieste, are aimed mot omly at helping
to feed the populatiom,but alsc at helpimg the populatiom
towards iksxum g settled socisl balamnce. it would have beenm
good poliey mot to imcresase the price of bread,

"Amd that is what we Imkxmk thiak about a very importamt task
which could be accomplished by Mr.Sommer amd by the other Allied
authorities. As Mr.Sommer said im his first Press Cemfersmce
that the fumds derivimg from the sale of the supplies could have
comtributed to keep low the price of space-heatimng ccal, & simi-



